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More than 4,000 degrees conferred during Georgia Southern’s 2018 Spring
Commencement Ceremonies
May 7, 2018
On May 4 and 5, more than 4,000 undergraduate and graduate students from Georgia Southern University’s
Statesboro, Armstrong and Liberty Campuses received degrees in three Spring Commencement ceremonies.
Georgia Southern President Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D., welcomed the graduates and their families to Spring
Commencement and recognized the University faculty members who helped students along their academic journey.
“I extend to you my personal congratulations on your academic success,” said Hebert. “I would like to pay special
tribute to our faculty, who are collectively the heart of this University and who are individually mentors of these
graduates. Each graduate will have his or her own special story about a professor whose inspiration and interest
influenced that student’s success not only in college, but also in ways that will be appreciated even more as the future
unfolds. Caring faculty, committed to the success of students, is the hallmark of Georgia Southern University.”
During the Statesboro Campus graduate ceremony held in Hanner Fieldhouse on May 4, Georgia Attorney General
Christopher Carr congratulated the Class of 2018 and challenged the group of roughly 800 students to define what
success means to each of them.
“While today is about celebrating the successes of the past few years, starting tomorrow and for the rest of your lives
you need to decide what success will mean to you,” he said. “I hope that everyday you are excited to get out of bed, to
tackle the day and to serve others. Be passionate. I hope you give it your all. I hope you give of yourself. Because that
is the best way to find success.”
That evening, W. Ray Persons, senior litigation partner at international law firm King & Spalding and Armstrong State
University alumnus, applauded the more than 200 graduate and 600 undergraduate students at the Savannah Civic
Center ceremony and shared that they would now join a long list of alumni from one of the finest academic institutions
of higher learning in the U.S.
Persons encouraged the graduates to practice their virtues, be honest and candid in their dealings with others and to
always treat others the way they want to be treated.
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“Do whatever you can to help those who are coming behind you,” he said. “Make your teachers proud.”
In closing, he implored, “Remember this: you have something no one can ever take away from you — your education.”
On May 5, cheers for approximately 2,700 undergraduates erupted throughout the Allen E. Paulson Stadium
commencement ceremony on the Statesboro Campus. Hala Moddelmog, a Georgia Southern alumna who is the first
female president and CEO of the Metro Atlanta Chamber, delivered the opening address and encouraged graduates to
hold firm to who they are.
“First and foremost, I want you to know that who you are is enough,” she said. “Embrace all that you are. Only you are
equipped with your special gifts and passions.”
Moddelmog pressed the importance of curiosity, authenticity, empathy and risk-taking.
“Step out with confidence,” she said. “Be bold. Be proud of who you are and take a risk that might change your life. I
promise you, you can do more than you think you can.”
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Georgia Southern decorated Army ROTC grad heads to U.S. Army Aviation
school, leaves unique legacy at alma mater
May 7, 2018
Madison Nicole Stewart, a Georgia Southern University Army ROTC leader and
aspiring linguist from Senoia, Georgia, will proudly walk the commencement
stage in Statesboro this weekend to earn dual diplomas in international studies
and Arabic, as well as a minor in military science.
Stewart, who initially chose to attend Georgia Southern for its award-winning
ROTC program, is grateful to the University for support of her educational and
professional paths from day one.
“I have always wanted to become an Army Officer and Georgia Southern
offered the best option to achieve that goal,” she said. “I was very fortunate to
be awarded a three-and-a-half year scholarship from the school to attend.”
In her first year as a military science cadet, Stewart was introduced to Army
customs and characteristics of the profession. She was also allowed the
opportunity to have a small leadership role within her squad and attended Basic
Camp at Fort Knox, Kentucky, which provided further leadership training.
By her second year, Stewart was bumped to a squad leader and the Cadet
Association’s President, tasked with managing funds, fundraising and volunteer
events for the Eagle Battalion. She and her team successfully organized the
annual ROTC Blood Drive, conducted post-football game stadium clean-ups and hosted car wash fundraisers.
She was also the only female competitor on a team of nine who participated in the grueling Brigade Ranger
Challenge Competition, which pushes cadets through tough mental and physical challenges while encouraging
the tenets of leadership and teamwork.
The following year, Stewart attended the Cultural Understanding and Language Program in Hungary, where she
and a team of cadets taught English to the Hungarian Armed Forces with the mission to improve relations
between the U.S. and Hungarian militaries.
“The ROTC Cultural Understanding and Language Program was an incredible opportunity for me not only as a
future Army officer, but also as an international studies and language student,” noted Stewart. “It was an
awesome experience and opened my eyes to the greater international military community, who, more often than
not, work together hand-in-hand to preserve and protect peace efforts.”
She rounded out that year with a second-place Ranger Challenge win and completion of the ROTC Advanced
Camp, a required month-long test on tactics, soldiering skills and leadership at Fort Knox.
Stewart’s final year has been the most demanding — and rewarding — as she served as the Eagle Battalion’s
Command Sgt. Major, the most senior enlisted cadet who coordinates all training events, classes, labs and field
training exercises, and sets and enforces standards. It was her distinct honor to work alongside the Battalion
Commander, who attends Georgia Southern’s Armstrong Campus in Savannah.
“The Battalion Command split between two campuses required careful coordination through our leadership,” she
said. “We were proud to bring the two campuses together through the ROTC program.”
Stewart, who earned placement on the President’s List with a 4.0. GPA each semester, three Platinum Eagle
Awards for maintaining a perfect physical training score and garnered the Alumni Association Award in April, is
most honored to leave her own special University legacy, as the Superior Cadet Decoration Award will be named
in her honor from this year on.
On track to commission as a second lieutenant soon, Stewart is “beyond excited” to attend the U.S. Army
Aviation Basic Officer Leader Course at Fort Rucker, Alabama, in June to complete flight school. It is her hope to
fly UH-60 Black Hawks and attend the Defense Language Institute, which supports Army officers in learning a
foreign language in the country of origin.
“Without the incredible support of my ROTC cadre and professors, and the amazing faculty of the international
studies and Arabic departments, I would have never succeeded to the extent I have in ROTC, school and in life,”
said Stewart. “I owe everything to the people who supported my efforts here.”
